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ROMANS VIII. 16. 


The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, 
that we are the children of God. 


1. 1. ONE who believes the Scriptures to 

be the word of God, can doubt the 
Importance of ſuch a truth as this: A truth revealed 
therein, not once only, not obſcurely, not incidents 
ally ; but frequently, and that in expreſs terms; but 
ſolemnly and of {et purpole, as denoting one of the 
peculiar privileges of the children of God, 

2. And it is the more neceſſary to explain and de- 
fend this truth, becauſe there is a danger on the right 
hand and on the left, If we deny it there is a 
danger leſt our Religion degenerate into mere For- 
mality : Leſt having a form of godlineſs, we neglect, 
if not deny the power of tt, It we allow it, but do not 
underſtand what we allow, we are l:able to run into 
all the wildneſs of Enthuſiaſm. It is therefore need- 
ful in the higheſt degree, to guard thoſe who fear 
God from both theſe dangers, by a ſcriptural and ra- 
tional illuſtration and confirmation of this momen- 
tous truth, 

g. It may ſeem, ſomething of this kind is the 
more needful, becauſe ſo little has been wrote upon 
the ſubje& with any clearneſs : unleſs ſome Diſ- 
courſes on the wrong fide of the queſtion, which 
explain it quite away, And it cannot be doubted, 
but theſe were occahoned, at leaſt in great meaſure, 
by the crude, unſcriptural, irrational explications of 
oy yoni who knew not what they ſpake, nor whereof they 
aftrmed. 

* It more nearly concerns the Methodiſts, ſo call- 
ed, clearly to underitand, explain, and defend this 
doctrine, becauſe it is one grand part of the Teſti. 
meny, which God has given them to bear to all 
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mankind, It is by his peculiar bleſſing upon them in 
ſearching the ſcriptures, confirmed by the experience 
of his children, that this great evangelical truth has 
teen recovered, which had been for many years well 
nigh lolt and forgotten. 


II. 1. But what is the WWitneſs of the Spirit? The 
original word, jpzprugiz, may be rendered either, (as 
it is in ſeveral places,) the witneſs, or leſs ambigu- 
oully, the teſtimony or the record: So it is rendered 
in our tranilation, 1 John v. 11. This ts the record 
(the teſtimony, the ſum of what God teſtifies in all 
the inſpired Writings) That God hath given unto us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. The teſtimony 
now under conſideration is given by the Spirit of 
God to and with our ſpirit, He is the perſon teſti- 
fying, What he teltihes to us is, That we are the 
cuila ren of God, The immediate reſult of this teſti— 
mony is, the fruit of the Spirit namely, Love, joy, 
peace; long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, And with- 
out theſe the teſtimony itſelf cannot continue, For 
it is inevitably deſtroyed, not only by the commiſ- 

ſion of any outward Sin, or the omiſhon of known 
Duty, but by giving way to any inward fin: in a 
word, by whatever grieves the Holy Spirit of God. 

2. I obſerved many years ago, „It is hard to find 
words in the language of men, to explain the deep 
things of God, Indeed there are none that will ade- 
quately expreſs what the Spirit of God works in his 
children. But perhaps one might ſay (deſiring any 
who are taught of God, to correct, ſoften or ſtrength- 
en the expreſhon) By the teſtimony of the wah I 
mean, an inward impreſſion of the Soul, w ereby 
the Spirit of God immediately and directly witneſſes 
to my Spirit that I am a child of God, that Jeſus 
Chriſt hath loved me, and given himſelf for me. That 
all my fins are blotted out, and I, even I am recon- 
Eiled to God,” Sermons, Vol, I, 

g. After twenty years farther conſideration, I ſee 
no cauſe to retratt any part of this. Neither do I 
conceive, how any of theſe expreſſions may be al- 

tered, 
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tered, ſo as to make them more intelligible. I can 
only add, That if any of the Children of God will 
point out any other expreſſions which are more clear 
or more agrecable to the Word of God, I will rea- 
dily lay theſe aſide, | 

4. Meantime let it be obferved, I do not mean 
hereby, that the Spirit of God teſtifies this by any 
outward voice; No, nor always by an inward voice, 
although he may do this ſometimes, Neither do L 
ſuppoſe, that he always applies to the heart, (though 
he often may) one or more texts of Scripture. But 
he ſo works upon the Soul by his immediate influ» 


ence, and by a ſtrong, though inexplicable opera- 


tion, that the ſtormy wind, and troubled waves ſub- 
fide, and there is a ſweetcalm : The heart reſting as 
in the arms of Jeſus, and the ſinner being clearly ſa- 
tisfied, that God is reconciled, that all his iniguities 
are forgiven, and his ſins covered. 

Now what is the matter of diſpute concerning 
this? Not, whether there be a Witneſs or Teſtt- 
mony of the Spirit ? Not, whether the Spirit does 
teſtify with our ſpirit, that we are the children of 
God? None can deny this, without flatly contra- 
dicting the Scripture, and charging a lie upon the 
God of truth, Therefore that there is a Teſtimony 
of the Spirit, is acknowledged by all parties. 

6. Neither is it queſtioned, Whether there is an 
indirect Witnels or Teſtimony that we are the Chil- 
dren of God. This is nearly, if not exactly the ſame 
with the teſtimony of a good conſcience towards God ; and 
is the reſult of reaſon, or reflection on what we feel 
in our own fouls, Strictly ſpeaking it is a Conclu- 
ſion drawn partly from the word of God, and partly 
from our own experience. The word of God ſays, 
every one who has the fruit of the Spirit is a child 
of God, Experience, or inward Conſciouſneſs tells 
me, that I have the fruit of the Spirit. And hence 
I rationally conclude, Therefore I am a child of God. 
This is likewiſe allowed on all hands, and ſo is no 


matter of controverſy. 
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7, Nor do we aſſert, that there can be any real teſ- 
timony of the Spirit, without the fruit of the Spirit, 
We aſſert, on the contrary, that the fruit of the Spi- 
rit immediately ſprings from this teſtimony : Not 
always indeed in the {ame degree, even when the 
teſtimony is firſt given. And much leſs afterwards ; 
neither joy nor peace are always at one ſtay. No, 
ner Love; As neither is the teſtimony itſelf always 
equally ſtrong and clear, 

8. But the point in queſtion is, whether there be 
any direct teſtimony of the Spirit at all? Whether 
there be any other teſtimony of the Spirit, than that 
which ariſes from a conlciouſneſs of the fruit ? 


III. 2. I believe there is, becauſe that is the plain 
natural meaning of the text, The Spirit 7 4 beareth 
witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the children of God, 
—[t is manifeſt here are two witneſſes mentioned, 
who together teſtify the ſzme thing, the Spirit of God, 
and our own ſpirit, The late Biſhop of London in 
his ſermon on this text, ſeems aſtoniſhed that any 
one can doubt of this, which appears upon the very 
face of the words, Now, © the teſitmony of our own 


ſpirit, ſays the 3 is one, Which is the conſci- 


, 


ouſneſs of our own ſincerity :* Or, to expreſs the 
ſame thing a little more clearly, the conſciouſneſs of 
the fruit of the Spirit, When our ſpirit is conſcious 
of this, of love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 
neſs, goodneſs, it ezhhly infers from theſe premiſes, 
that we are the children of God. 

2. It is true, that great Man ſuppoſes the other 
witneſs to be“ the conſciouſneſs of our own good 
works,” This, he afhrms, is the teftrmony of God's 


ſpirit, But this is included in the teſtimony of our 


own ſpirit ; Yea, and in vincerity : even according 
to the common ſenſe of the word. So the Apoſtle, 
Our rejoicing is this, the teſitmony of our e. that 
in ſimplicity and godly fincerity we have had our conver. 


faiton in the world: Where it is plain, ſincerity refers 


to our words and actions, at leaſt as much as to our 
inward diſpoſitions, So that this is not another wit. 
| neſs 
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neſs, but the very ſame that he mentioned before: 
The conſciouſneſs of our good works being only one 
branch of the conſciouſnels of our {incerity, Conſe- 
quently here is only one witnels ſtill. If therefore 
the text ſpeaks of two witneiles, one of thele is not 


the conſciouſneſs of our good works, neither of our 


ſincerity: All this being manifeſtly contained in the 


teſtimony of our own ſpirit, 


g. What then is the other witneſs? This might 
eaſily be learned, if the text itſelf were not ſuffici- 
ently clear, from the verſe immediately preceding. 
Ye have received not the ſpirit of bondage, but the ſhirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father, It follows, 
1 he Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpurt that we 
are the children of God, 

4. This is farther explained by the parallel text, 
Gal. iv. 6. Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the 
Nfirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Fatner. 
Is not this ſomething immediate and direct, not the re- 
ſult of reflection ana argumentation ? Docs not this 
Spirit cry Abba, Father, in our hearts, the moment it 
is given? Antecedently to any reflection upon our 
ſincerity, yea, to any reaſoning whatſoever? And is 
not this the plain, natural ſeuſe of the words, which 
ſtrikes any one as ſoon as he hears them? All Lncle 
texts then, in their moſt obvious meaning, deicribe 
a direct teſtimony of the Spirit. 

5». That the teſtimony of the ſpirit of God, muſt, in 
the very nature of things be antecedent to the teftt- 
mony of our own F/ 5 may appear from this ſingle 
conſideration, We mult be holy in heart and life, 
before we can be conſcious that we are fo, But we 
mult love God before we can be holy at all, this be- 
ing the root of all holineſs, Now we cannot love 
God, till we know he loves us: e love him, becauſe 
he firſt loved us, And we cannot know his love to us, 
till his Spirit witneſles it to our ſpirit, Till then we 
cannot believe it ; we cannot lay, The life which 1 now 
live, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 


and gave himſelf for me. 
6 e Then, 
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Then, only then we feel 

Our intereſt in his blood, 
And cry with joy unſpeakable, 

Thou art my Lord, my God, 


Since therefore the teſtimony of his Spirit muſt pre- 
cede the love of God and all holineſs, of conſequence 
it muſt precede our conſciouſneſs thereof. 
6. And here properly comes in, to confirm this 
ſcriptural doctrine, the experience of the children of 
God ; The experience not of two or three, not of a 
few, but of a great multitude which no man can num- 
ber. It has been confirmed both in this and in all 
ages by à4 cloud of living and dying witneſſes. It is 
confirmed by your experience and mine. The Spirit 
itſelf bore witneſs to my ſpirit, that I was a child of 
God, gave me an evidence Rss, and l immediately 
cried, Abba, Father ! And this I did, (and ſo did 
you) before I reflected on, or was conſcious of, any 
fruit of the Spirit, It was from this teſtimony re- 


ceived, that love, joy, peace, and the whole fruit 


of the Spirit flowed, Firft I heard, 


Thy fins are forgiven ! Accepted thou art ! 
J liſtened and Heaven Sprung up in my heart. 


7. But this is confirmed, not only by the experi- 
ence of the children of God, thouſands of whom can 
declare, That they never did know themſelves to be 
in the favour of God, till it was dire&ly witneſſed 
to them by his Spirit; but by all thoſe who are con- 
vinced of ſin, who feel the wrath of God abiding on 
them. Theſe cannot be ſatisfied with any thing leſs 
than a direct teſtimony from his Spirit, that he is 
merci fal to thetr unrighteoufneſs, and remembers their fins 
and iniquiiies no more. Tell any of theſe, «+ You are 
to know you are a child, by reflecting on what he 
has wrought in you, on your love, joy and peace :" 
And will he not immediately reply, By all this I 
know, I am a child of the devil, I have no more 
love to God than the devil has: my carnal mind is 

| enmity 
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enmity againſt God. I have no joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt : my ſoul is ſorrowful even "unto death, I 
have no peace: my heart is a troubled ſea: I am all 
ſtorm and tempeſt. And which way can theſe ſouls 
poſſibly be comforted, but by a divine teſtimony, 
(not that they are good, or ſincere, or conformable to 
the Scripture in heart and life, but) that God Juſli- 


fieth the _— Him that till the moment he is juſ- 


tified, is all ungodly, void of all true holineſs? Him 
that worketh not, that worketh nothing that is truly 
good, till he is conſcious that he is accepted, not for 
any works of righteouſneſs which he hath done, but by 
the mere, free mercy of God ? Wholly and ſolely 
for whatthe Son of God hath done and ſuffered for 
him? And can it be any otherwiſe, if a man tis juſti- 
fied by faith, without the works of the law If ſo, what 
inward or outward goodneſs can he be conſcious of, 
antecedent to his Juſtification ? Nay, is not the 
having nothing to pay, that is, the being conſcious, 
that there dwelleth in us no good thing, neither inward 
nor outward goodneſs, eſſentially, indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary, before we can be juſtified freely, through the re- 
demption that is in Jeſus Chriſt ? Was ever any man 
juſtified fince his coming into the world, or can any 
man ever be juſtified, till he is brought to that point, 


&« I give up every plea, beſide 
Lord, I am damned—But thou haſt died!“ 


8. Every one therefore who denies the exiſtence 
of ſuch a teſtimony, does in effect deny Juſtification 
by faith, It follows, That either he never experi- 
enced this, either he never was juſtified, or that he 
has forgotten, (as St. Peter ſpeaks,) Te za9ajous xd 
Tara apagriv, the purification from his former fins, 
the experience he then had himſelf, the manner 
wherein God wrought in his own ſoul, when his for- 
mer ſins were blotted out, 

9. And the experience even of the children of the 
world, here confirms that of the children of God. 
Many of theſe have a deſire to pleaſe God ; ſome of 
| | them 
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them take much pains to pleaſe him. But do they ; 
not, one and all, count it the higheſt abſurdity, for 
any to talk of „ knowing his fins are forgiven ?“ f 


Which of them even pretends to any ſuch thing? And 


yet many of them are conſcious of their own ſincerity. * 
Many of them undoubtedly have, in a degree, the 
teſtimony of their own ſpirit, a conſciouſneſs of their 
oven uprightneſs, But this brings them no conſci— 


ouſneſs that they are forgiven, no knowledge that 
they are the children of God, Yea, the more ſin— 
cere they are, the more unealy they generally are for 
want of knowing it: Plainly ſhewing that this cannot 
be known in a ſatisfactory manner, by the bare teſti- 


mony of our own ſpirit, without God's directly teſti- : 


fying, that we arc his children, 


IV. But abundance of Objections have been made 
to this; the chief of which it may be well to conſider, 

1. It is objected firſt, © Experience is not ſuffici- 
ent, to prove a dottrine which is not founded on 
Scripture,” This 1s undoubtedly true ; and it is an 
important truth: but it does not affect the preſent 
queſtion, For it has been ſhewn, that this doctrine 
is founded on ſcripture, Therefore experience is 


properly alledged to confirm it. 


2. But madmen, French Prophets, and Enthuſi- 
aſts of every kind have imagined they experienced 
this witnels,” They have ſo, And perhaps not a 
few of them did, although they did not retain it long. 
But if they did not, this is no proof at all, that others 
have not experienced it: As a madman's imagining 
himſelf a king, does not prove, that there are no 
real kings. 

% Nay, many who pleaded ſtrongly for this, have 
utterly decried the Bible,” Perhaps ſo: but this 
was no neceſſary conſequence: Thouſands plead for 


it, who have the higheſt eſteem for the Bible. 


« Yea, but many have fatally deceived themſelves 
hereby, and got above all conviction.“ | 

And yet a fcriptural doctrine is no worſe, thou;h 
men abuſe it to their own deſtruttion, 


3. © But 


they 7 
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And 


rity, 
there is no need of any other. But it is ſufficient, 
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g. „ But I lay it down as an undoubted truth, The 
fruit of the Spirit is the witneſs of the Spirit,” Not 
undoubted; thouſands doubt of, yea flatly deny it: 
but to let that paſs. If this witneſs be ſufficient, 


unleſs in one of theſe caſes, 1. The total abſence of 
the fruit of the Spirit.” And this is the caſe, when 
the direct witneſs is firſt given: 2. The not per- 
cetving it. But to contend for it in this caſe, is to 
contend for being in the favour of God, and not 
knowing it,” True, not knowing it at that time any 
otherwiſe, than by the teſtimony which is given for 
that end, And this we do contend for: We contend 
that the direct witneſs may ſhine clear, even While 
the indirect one is under a cloud. 

4. It is objeRed, Secondly, The deſign of the wit- 
neſs contended for, is to prove that the profeſſion we 
make is genuine, But it does not prove this,” 1 
anſwer, The proving this, is not the deſign of it. It 
is antecedent to our making any profeſhon at all, 
but that of being loſt, undone, guilty, helpleſs ſinners. 
It is deſigned to aſſure thoſe to whom it is given, 
That they are the children of God ; that they are 
juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 1s 
in Jeſus Chriſt. And this does not ſuppoſe, that their 

receding thoughts, words and attions, are conform- 
able to the rule of Scripture, It ſuppoſes quite the 
reverſe, namely, That they are ſinners all over, ſin- 
ners both in heart and life. Were it otherwiſe, God 
would juſtify the godly ; and their own works would be 
counted to them for righteouſneſs. And I cannot but 
fear that a ſuppoſition of our being juſtified by works, 
is at the root of all their objections. For who ever 
cordially believes, That God imputes to all that are 
juſtified righteouſneſs without works, will find no diffi- 
culty in allowing the witneſs of his Spirit, preceding 
the fruit of it. 

5. It is objected, Thirdly, „One Evangeliſt ſays, 
Your heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them 
that aſk him, The other Evangeliſt calls the fame 


thing good gifts ; abundantly demonſtrating, that the 
Th Spirit's 
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Spirit's way of bearing witneſs, is by giving good 
gifts,” 


neſs, either in one text or the other, 


J let it ſtand as it is. | 

6. It is objected, Fourthly, © The Scripture ſays, 
The tree is known by its fruit. Prove all things. Try the 
23 Examine yourſelves.” 

et every man who believes he hath the witneſs in him- 
felf, try whether it be of God ; if the fruit follow, 
it is, otherwiſe it is not, For certainly the tree ts 
known by its fruit: Hereby we prove, if it be of God. 
« But the direct witneſs is never referred to in the 
book of God.” Not as ſtanding alone, not as a ſingle 
witneſs, but as connected with the other: As giving 
© teſtimony, teſtifying with our ſpirit, that we are 
children of God, And who is able to prove, That 
it is not thus referred to, in this very Scripture, Ex- 
amine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith prove your 
ownſelves. Know ye not your ownſelves, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ts in you? Tt is by no means clear that they did not 
know this, by a direck as well as a remote witnels, 
How is it proved that they did not know it, firſt, by 
inward conſciouſneſs, and then by love, joy and peace ? 

7. © But the teſtimony ariſing from the internal 
and external change, is conſtantly referred to in the 
Bible,” It is ſo. And we conſtantly refer thereto, 
to confirm the teſtimony of the Spirit, 

„ Nay, all the marks you have given, whereby to 
diſtinguiſh the operations of God's Spirit from delu- 
ſion, refer to the change wrought in us and upon us,” 
This likewiſe is undoubtedly true. 

8. It is objected, fifthly, © that the direct witneſs 
of the Spirit, does not ſecure us from the greatelt de- 
luſions. And is that a witneſs fit to be truſted, whoſe 
teſtimony cannot be depended on? That is forced to 
fly to ſomething elſe, to prove what it aſſerts?” 1 
anſwer, To ſecure us from all deluſion, God gives 
us two witneſſes that we are his children. And this 
they teſtiſy conjointly, Therefore what God hath 
Joined together, let not man put aſunder. And WINS 
| they 


Nay, here is nothing at all about bearing wit - Þ 
Therefore till; 
this demonſtration is more abundantly demonſtrated, Z 


Moſt true: therefore © 


1 


F 
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good 


1 1 hey are joined, we cannot be deluded : their teſti- 
till mony can be depended on. They are fit to be truſted 


in the higheſt degree, and need nothing elſe to prove 


ated, } 

; . what they aſſert. 
ſays es Nay, the direct witneſs only aſſerts, but does not 
/ the prove any thing.” By two witneſſes {hall every word 


fore 


be eſtabliſhed, And when the Spirit witnefſes with 


Mime our. ſpirit, as God deſigns it to do, then it fully proves 
ow. that we ate children of God, 
1 be 9. It is objected, ſixthly, “ You own the change 


; wrought is a ſufficient teſtimony, unleſs in the caſe 


od, 5 : : 
the | of ſevere trials, ſuch as that of our Saviour upon the 
gle © croſs, But none of us can be tried in that manner.“ 
ing But you or I may be tried in ſuch a manner, and fo 
are may any other child of God, that it will be impoſſible 
hat for eus to keep our filial confidence in God, without 
r © the direct witneſs of his Spirit. 
„ 10. It is objected, laſtly. The greateſt conten- 
1 ders for it are ſome of the proudeſt and moſt uncha- 
or ritable of men.” Perhaps ſome of the hotteft con- 
ſs. | tenders for it, are both proud and uncharitable. But 
by many of the firmeſt contenders for it, are eminently 
5 meek and lowly in heart: And indeed in all other 
at} F reſpects alſo, 
ne i 
1 True followers of their lamb-like Lord, 

. 
o I) be preceding Objettions are the moſt conſiderable 
5 that I have heard, and I believe contain the ſtrength 
„ ot the cauſe, Yet I apprehend whoever calmly and 

impartially conliders choſe objettions and the anſwers 
8 together, will eaſily ſee, that they do not deſtroy, 
2 no, nor weaken the evidence of that great truth, 
2 That the Spirit of God does directly as well as indi- 
» rely teſtify, that we are children of God, 
[ 
8 V. 1. The ſum of all is this. The teſtimony of the 
Spirit is an inward impreſſion on the fouls of belie- 
: vers, whereby the Spirit of God direttly teſtifies to 


their ſpirit, that they are children of God, And it 


is not queſtioned, whether there is a teſtimony of 
the 


E 


the Spirit? But whether there is any direct teſtimony ? 
Whether there is any other than that which ariſes 
f:om a conſciouſneſs of the fruit of the Spirit? We 
believe there is: Becauſe this is the plain, natural 
meaning of the text, illuſtrated both by the preceding 
words, and by the parallel paſſage in the Epiſtle to 
the Galatians : Becauſe, in the nature of the thing, 
the teſtimony muſt precede the fruit which ſprings 
from it, and becauſe this plain meaning of the word 
of God is confirmed by the experience of innumera- 
ble children of God : Yea, and by the experience of 
all who are convinced of ſin, who can never reſt, 
till they have a direct witneſs: And even of the 
children of the world, who not having the witneſs 
in themſelves, one and all declare, none can know 
his fins forgiven, 

2. And whereas it is objected, That experience is 
not ſufficient to prove a dottrine unſupported by 
Scripture : That madmen and Enthuſiaſts of every 
kind, have imagined ſuch a witneſs: That the deſign 
of that witneſs is to prove our profeſſion genuine, 
which deſign it does not anſwer: That the Senpture 
ſays, The tree is known by its fruit; Examine yourſelves ; 
prove your ownſelves ; and mean time the direct witneſs 
is never referred to in all the book of God: That it 
does not ſecure us from the greateſt deluſions: And, 
laſtly, that the change wrought in us is a ſufficient 
teſtimony, unleſs in ſuch trials as Chriſt alone ſuffered : 
We anſwer, 1, Experience is ſufficient to confirm a 
doctrine, which is grounded on Scripture: 2, Tho! 
many fancy they experience what they do not, this 
is no prejudice to real experience: g. The deſign of 
that witneſs is, to aſſure us we are children of God. 
And this deſign it does anſwer. 4. The true witneſs 
of the Spirit is known by its fruit, love, peace, joy; 
not indeed preceding, but following it: 5, It cannot 
be proved, that the direct, as well as the indirect 
wirneſs, is not referred to in that very text, Know 
ye not your ownſelves that Feſus Chriſt is in you? 6. The 
Spirit of Cod wy — . does ſecure 
us from all deluſion: And, laſtly, we are all liable to 
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